
Connect with new  
technical talent

Higher Certificate in  
Science in Computing in 
Networking Technologies



What is Learn + Work?
Technical talent is the driving force 
behind technology and the reason 
why Ireland attracts social media 
magnates, software start-ups and 
cloud computing companies.

We are renowned for our highly 
skilled, creative and innovative 
workforce. No matter what new 
technologies come to our shores,  
we recognise the need to grow, 
develop and adapt our skills so  
that we embrace the future.

Learn + Work is a pioneering third 
level programme by the Institute of 
Technology Blanchardstown (ITB) 
that fills the knowledge gap between 
the classroom and the workplace 
by producing ICT graduates with 
advanced skills that mean business.

Designed in collaboration with 
industry, this two-year programme 
offers companies like you the 
opportunity to hire and mentor  
a student with in demand skills. 

Students can progress to the BSc 
(Honours) in Computing in Digital 
Forensics and Cyber Security at ITB.

What Else Should  
You Know?
Participating companies must supply 
a job specification to give our panel 
of students an idea of the role and 
responsibilities within your work 
environment. The job should be for 2 x 
eight month periods in the two years 
it takes to complete the programme.

Should you have suitably qualified 
staff who wish to participate on the 
programme, you are free to nominate 
them for assessment.

Once we have your job description,  
we will circulate it among our 
students and schedule interviews.

For the purposes of clarity with regard 
to working hours and responsibilities, 
we ask that each participating 
company supply a written fixed  
term agreement with terms and 
conditions to the successful student.

Why Employ  
a Student?
Hiring tech talent with the best ICT 
qualifications raises the standard 
of professionals working within 
the industry and the standard of 
qualifications among your staff.

By recruiting a student you can 
infuse your business culture with 
fresh energy, new ideas and 
advanced technical skills that  
set you apart.

In today’s climate, people need to  
do more than run a cable or connect  
a router. A new recruit needs to  
possess excellent communication  
skills, be adept at solving problems, 
take ownership of their job and be  
able to react to situations swiftly  
and confidently.

This is why we joined ITB’s Learn +  
Work programme. We believe it’s a  
win-win situation because students  
get the opportunity to grow, learn and 
build a portfolio, while we get to avail  
of the best staff in the business.

Patrick Cotter 
— CEO, Fleetconnect



Course Structure
The Higher Certificate in Science 
in Computing in Networking 
Technologies is the first programme 
in ITB’s Learn + Work suite. This 
innovative third level programme 
has been designed with industry, 
combining in-company placement 
with the required skills and 
competencies for today’s high-tech 
companies.

Year 1: Four months full time 
study and eight months with 
employer, attending one day  
per week in college. 

Course Content (year 1):
Semester 1
+ Computer Systems Infrastructure 
+ Business Communications 
+ Routing and Switching Essentials 
+ Systems Administration 

Semester 2
+ Applied Learning in the Workplace 
+ Scaling and Connecting Networks 

Year 2: Four months in college and 
eight months with your employer 
attending college one day per 
week. Successful candidates must 
be available for all training and 
work sessions.

Course Content (year 2):
Semester 3
+ Network Security 
+ Virtualisation Technologies 
+ Server Administration 
+ Mathematics for Computing 

Semester 4
+ Work Based Learning & Project  

The structure combines accredited academic 
modules with the knowledge required for the 
following eight Industry Certified awards: 

+ CompTIA A+ 
+ Linux Professional Institute (LPIC-1) 
+  Cisco Certified Entry Networking 

Technician 
+ Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) 
+ Cisco Certified Networking Associate 
+  VMware Certified Associate – Cloud  

(VCA-Cloud) 
+  Microsoft Certified Systems Expert Server 

Infrastructure (MCSE) 
+ CompTIA Security+ 

Connect With Us

Justin Purcell 
01 885 1372  
justin.purcell@itb.ie 
www.itb.ie/learnandwork

ICT Ireland Skillnet believes ITB’s  
Learn + Work programme will play  
an important role in building a pipeline 
of candidates with highly relevant 
knowledge, real-world skills and 
network management capabilities for 
companies that currently are striving to 
fill vacancies in this area.

Gerry Doyle 
—  Network Manager,  

ICT Ireland Skillnet

Damovo has identified the Learn + 
Work programme from ITB as a perfect 
fit to enable us to develop the right 
competence and skills. In partnership 
with ITB, Damovo are confident that the 
trainees will achieve the required skills to 
quickly become valuable and productive 
members of the Operations team.

Bernard Hickey 
—  Operations & Service Delivery 

Manager, Damovo Ireland
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